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BLAST
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BLAST A blast from the Families for Freedom, the families of 

Syria’s disappeared advocating for the right to know 

the fate of their loved ones
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Dear friends,

I’m emailing you today from Geneva where the Syrian peace talks are being 

held. I am with fellow women whose family members are detained or 

disappeared in Syria and we’re here to take action.

We’re here to pressure the negotiators to help release all of our loved ones, 

and your politicians could make the difference.

Please sign the petition and call on your government to meet with the Families for 

Freedom and prioritise our demands in the peace talks.

My son Maher and my husband Abdelaziz were disappeared four years ago in Syria. My 

husband, an activist, had returned from a trip to China and my son Maher went to pick him up 

from the airport. I was on the phone to Maher and he said “We’re in the car and we’re heading 

back home now”. Five minutes later I called back. It was a mother’s instinct and I felt something 

had happened. Their lines were out of service. That was the last I ever heard of Maher or 

Abdelaziz.

There are hundreds of thousands of people in Syria waiting for their family members to come 

home.  All of our loved ones were detained, disappeared, taken away from us without a word or 

warning. We have the right to know where they are. We have the right to hold them tight them 

once again.

https://act.thesyriacampaign.org/sign/hero-families/?t=1&akid=464.5934.kpKg1D
https://act.thesyriacampaign.org/sign/hero-families/?t=1&akid=464.5934.kpKg1D
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Dozens of countries are represented at these international peace talks but none are 

prioritising the release of those detained or disappeared in this conflict. We want to bring a 

message to all of these negotiators that freedom for our sons and daughters, husbands and 

wives, brothers and sisters is a top priority. We are calling for the release of all of them, on 

all sides.

Please watch this short video about us and sign the petition to governments to 

champion our demands.

Our group of women who make up the Families for Freedom have pledged that wherever 

peace talks are had, wherever men with guns are gathering to discuss the fate of our loved 

ones, we will be there.

With your support and your solidarity, we will shout to those with power that we want to 

bring our loved ones home. Please add your voice to ours.

Yours,

Fadwa

[1]  
www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/23/geneva-peace-talks-
syrian-women-make-plea-find-missing-loved-ones

https://act.thesyriacampaign.org/sign/hero-families/?t=2&akid=464.5934.kpKg1D
https://act.thesyriacampaign.org/sign/hero-families/?t=2&akid=464.5934.kpKg1D
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/23/geneva-peace-talks-syrian-women-make-plea-find-missing-loved-ones
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/feb/23/geneva-peace-talks-syrian-women-make-plea-find-missing-loved-ones
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BLAST Amnesty petition to Turkey’s Minister of Justice to 

free the unjustly imprisoned
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Call on Turkey to act now to protect the health of all prisoners during the pandemic | View in browser.

Activists with images of imprisoned Turkish journalists and writers, including Ahmet Altan (Netherlands, 2017)

https://e-activist.com/page/email?mid=c5e7ed378f734b7ba7000037e10a59b0
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Dear Bissan,

On November 2019 ,4, Turkish author Ahmet Altan (pictured above) was finally free after 

three years in prison for speaking out against the government. One week later, Ahmet was 

cruelly re-arrested and given a ten-year sentence.

Ahmet is one of thousands of people behind bars in Turkey for simply expressing 

their beliefs. Now -70year-old Ahmet and other prisoners face an unprecedented risk 

to their health: COVID19.

As the pandemic spreads at an alarming rate across Turkey, the lives of prisoners and staff 

in overcrowded and unsanitary prisons are at serious risk. At least three prisoners have died, 

and 17 prisoners and 79 prison staff have tested positive so far in Turkey’s prisons.  

This is a crucial time to call for the immediate release of all prisoners at heightened 

risk – and those who shouldn’t be in prison in the first place. 

Please urge Turkey’s Minister of Justice to release those who have been unfairly 

imprisoned and others at particular risk from COVID19.

On April 13th, the Turkish Parliament passed a law that could enable the early release of up 

to 90,000 prisoners.  

https://e-activist.com/page/60716/action/1?ea.url.id=4721283&forwarded=true
https://e-activist.com/page/60716/action/1?ea.url.id=4721283&forwarded=true
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This is a very welcome decision, but without further action, far too many people – 

including journalists, human rights defenders, lawyers, opposition politicians and 

activists – will be left behind bars. 

Prisoners like Ahmet are not eligible for early release because they have been sentenced 

under anti-terrorism laws, despite absence of evidence that they supported violence. In 

Turkey, anti-terrorism legislation is widely abused in trumped up cases against people who 

express dissenting opinions. 

In addition to prisoners of conscience, we›re urging Turkey to release prisoners who 

are particularly vulnerable to COVID19, such as older prisoners and those with serious 

medical conditions. The authorities must also ensure that those who cannot be released 

have access to medical attention and healthcare to the same standards that are available in 

the community. 

An early release for some prisoners is an important step, but it’s not enough. Call on the 

Turkish authorities to ensure they take all necessary measures to protect the health 

of all prisoners without discrimination. 

Whether in Turkey or in Canada, people in prisons are particularly vulnerable to the spread 

of COVID19- due to unsanitary living conditions, the impossibility of physical distancing and 

inadequate healthcare. 

https://e-activist.com/page/60716/action/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=TurkeyCOVID20&utm_content=Turkey+prisoners+COVID-19+-+multi-segment+appeal+-+May2020+G&ea.url.id=4721210&forwarded=true
https://e-activist.com/page/60716/action/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=TurkeyCOVID20&utm_content=Turkey+prisoners+COVID-19+-+multi-segment+appeal+-+May2020+G&ea.url.id=4721210&forwarded=true
https://e-activist.com/page/60716/action/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=TurkeyCOVID20&utm_content=Turkey+prisoners+COVID-19+-+multi-segment+appeal+-+May2020+G&ea.url.id=4721210&forwarded=true
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Whether in Turkey or in Canada, people in prisons are particularly vulnerable to the spread 

of COVID19 due to unsanitary living conditions, the impossibility of physical distancing and 

inadequate healthcare. 

Amnesty International is urging all governments to implement measures to reduce the 

risks to prisoners and staff, including releasing prisoners who are especially vulnerable and 

those who do not pose a serious risk to public safety, and providing safe housing and other 

services upon their release.

Thank you for joining this urgent call on Turkey to protect the lives of all prisoners.

Yours truly,  

Hilary Homes  

Crisis Campaigner  

Amnesty International Canada 

 

P.S. Prisons around the world are at risk of becoming dangerous hotspots for COVID19.  
This is a critical time for Turkey to act now and prevent major outbreaks in their prisons. Please urge the Turkish 
government to take immediate action to protect the lives of all prisoners. 

https://e-activist.com/page/60716/action/1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=TurkeyCOVID20&utm_content=Turkey+prisoners+COVID-19+-+multi-segment+appeal+-+May2020+G&ea.url.id=4721212&forwarded=true
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ADVOCACY  
LETTER

Advocacy letter to the French Development Agency 

about a coastal development they are developing in 

the city of Tyre, Lebanon
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Dear representatives of the French Development Agency (AFD),

Following our calls with AFD’s office in Beirut, we are writing again, as citizens of Tyre, with 

our deep concern over AFD’s collaboration and funding for the project being carried out at 

Al Jamal / Camel Point by Tyre Municipality.

As requested over the phone, we want immediate access to the project’s documentation, 

including a full description of the project, its budget, partners, and relevant agreements 

and contracts. As Lebanese citizens, we have a right to access this information and on your 

website you highlight your commitment to “transparency and dialogue”. Any delay in 

publishing this information raises a number of questions, given that the documents must be 

readily available at AFD.

We have expressed deep concerns about two aspects of the Al Jamal project and will do so 

once again in writing:

 1. The livelihood of families in our community that run small businesses on Al Jamal 

We have already witnessed this week the serious distress of women and men in our 

community as Municipality Police attempted to forcibly evict them from the land. Your 

representative explained over the phone that families would be allowed to continue to 
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work in the area for the next three years, after which a bidding process would take place to 

determine which businesses will be able to operate. This would hand over control of our public 

beach to the highest bidder, destroying the livelihoods of members of our community at a time 

of severe economic hardship, and effectively rendering our public property private. 

As you are no doubt aware, the issue of lack of public spaces is a crucial one to the Lebanese 

population, and Al Jamal is, without exaggeration, one of the very last coastal, public spaces 

we have left. In effect, AFD’s role in the case of Al Jamal is to provide a veneer of legitimacy as 

our historic coast reverts from public property to private property. We hope that now that you 

understand the very high stakes involved in this project, you will reconsider AFD’s role in it. 

 

 2. The lack of transparency surrounding the project, particularly its impact on the  

     environment of our historical coast

There has been no environmental impact assessment released to our community. Your 

representatives have stated that the goal of the project is to preserve the environment around 

the coast, but have not explained how this is to be done. The structures currently on the coast 

are temporary, and we fear that construction work will ruin the integrity of the coast. We have 

seen disturbing leaked images of the permanent sites that will be constructed, but because of 

the lack of transparency on the part of AFD, we cannot confirm if they are accurate or not.
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Finally, we want to make you aware that there exists a very real security concern that may 

prevent citizens in Tyre from raising objections about the project, given the political party that 

runs Tyre Municipality and its history of violence against protesters. The security risk applies 

equally to everyone campaigning on this issue. AFD must be fully aware of these factors as it 

proceeds with the project. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

The “Hands off Al Jamal” Campaign
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FUNDRAISER Patreon crowdfunding page for Syrian Archive

www.patreon.com/syrianarchive

https://www.patreon.com/syrianarchive
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Syrian Archive
is creating a public database of human rights violations in Syria
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Syrian Archive is in a race against time to preserve evidence of human rights violations 

in Syria - and we need your help. Every day, photos, videos and other data uploaded from 

Syria to social media platforms are being removed and in some cases permanently deleted. This 

content could be critical to shaping the outcomes of justice and accountability processes and we 

are doing all we can to save it.

So far we have collected and safely preserved 3.3 million pieces of content and worked with 

social media platforms to restore 350,000 others. And we don’t just archive this data - we verify 

it, we publish it in open databases for lawyers and advocates to search and use, and we conduct 

in-depth investigations into major incidents.

Syrian Archive is Syrian-led and initiated, and our collective of human rights activists, researchers 

and technologists is small but dedicated. Here’s some of what we have achieved:

• We have published a number of searchable databases of documentation related to chemical 

attacks, Russian airstrikes attacks on medical facilities, attacks on humanitarian workers  

and more.

• We teamed up to investigate and uncover unlawful activities related to the Syrian chemical 

supply chain from Europe - resulting in the conviction of three Belgian companies and 

hundreds of thousands of euros in fines handed out along with prison sentences for  

managing directors.

• Our evidence was and is being used to support legal case building in Europe and elsewhere
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• Our in-depth investigations, using visual verification tools, have confirmed facts surrounding 

significant incidents of war crimes including most recently the deliberate targeting of hospitals 

in Idlib.

• We have trained more than 1,000 activists, journalists, lawyers and human rights defenders on 

using our tools and methodologies for their own investigative work.

• We have collaborated with technologists to build open-source tools to automatically 

download material through the development of SugarCube and to automatically find objects 

within the videos through the development of VFRAME.

• We helped set up the Yemeni Archive and Sudanese Archive to preserve and verify evidence of 

human rights violations using our methodologies and what we’ve learned

• We have supported data journalism efforts by the New York Times and other international 

media organisations.

• We have presented our research methodologies in an open source format to allow others to 

replicate our process.

In Syria, countless citizen journalists have died holding cameras in their hands and human 

rights defenders have been forcibly disappeared for engaging in documentation work. Their 

contributions to the Syrian memory are critical at a time when disinformation and narrative 

distortion are helping sow division and cover up war crimes. We believe it is our duty to save this 

hard-earned evidence and use it to preserve the Syrian memory. Please support us. 
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The next sextion is a multiple choice 
quiz about these campaigning and 
advocacy tools.


